Genesis Chapter 12  -  Commentary By Mike Wells

Chapter 12 Overview:
Genesis Chapter 12 deals with God’s call of Abraham and the beginning of the Abrahamic Covenant.  It follows with the story of Abraham’s journey into Canaan and the challenges to his faith.  The chapter includes these sections: (1) the call of Abram with a promise of blessing in verses 1-3). (2) Abram departs from Haran in verses 4-5. (3) Abram journeys through Canaan and worships God in that land in verses 6-9. And, (4) Abram is driven by a famine into Egypt where He pretends his wife is his sister in verses 10-20.
Genesis 12 : 1 - Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee.
· The name Abram in Hebrew literally means ‘exalted father.’

· It was the forerunner of his later name, Abraham (‘father of many’).

· Note that the text reads, “Now the LORD had said unto Abram.” 
· What is implied is that the charge to pack up and leave was given while he still lived back in the Ur of the Chaldees.

· Acts 7 : 2 makes it clear that “The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran.” 
· Precisely why Abram and his family stopped and dwelt in Haran is not explained.
· It was along the common route of travel between the Euphrates valley and Palestine.

· It may have been a neat place and they decided to stop and live there.

· It might also have been that the health of his father was failing and they found a convenient place to spend his final days in Haran. (Acts 7:4 seems to hint at this option.) 
· It is also noteworthy in Genesis 11:31 that “Terah took Abram his son . . . and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there.”

· What is implied is that God again stirred him to move on after dwelling in Haran for a time. (This is noted in verse 4). 

Genesis 12:2  - And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. 
· Not only did God call Abraham, but He also made a covenant with him.

· It is not clear if the covenant was made with Abraham originally in the Ur of the Chaldees or at Haran, though the context of verse 4 would seem to indicate the covenant was made in Haran.

· The covenant (promise) was that God would make of him a great nation, “and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.” 
· It is an example of God’s grace that He chose Abraham and promised to bless him. 
· If the making of the covenant was not until Haran as verse 4 seems to indicate, then Abraham had already exhibited obedience and faith to God in coming as far as Haran

· This is a lesson for all of us – God Blesses those that are obedient
· God therefore had some basis in Abraham’s spiritual track record in making His covenant with him.
· What Hebrews 11:8 emphasizes is the faith and obedience of Abraham, evident by the time he departed from Haran.

Hebrews 11: 8 - By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
The covenant with Abraham was fourfold. 
· (1) “I will make of thee a great nation.”

· God over time certainly made a great nation of Abraham’s descendants in Israel 
· Israel at one time under David and Solomon was the dominant nation of the civilized middle-eastern world. 
· Someday when Israel’s greatest Son returns, it will be the capital nation of the world. 
· (2) “And I will bless thee.” 
· God indeed blessed Abraham along the course of his life. 
· His life would exhibit great faith and obedience 
· (3) “I will . . . make they name great.” 
· Abraham’s name certainly became great. 
· He to this day is considered the patriarch of not only the Jewish people, but even of some Arab people. 
· People to this day name their sons Abraham. 
· (4) “And thou shalt be a blessing.” 
· Indeed, the lineage of Christ would pass through Abraham. 
· The various prophets and writers of Scripture would descend from him.

· We to this day are spiritually descended from Abraham through Christ.

· The blessing of Abraham has blessed even us to this day. 
Genesis 12 : 3 -  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
· God further added that He would “bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee.” 
· That promise remains to this day. 
· Nations in modern history which have helped the Jews and the State of Israel have been blessed by God. 
· The United States formally recognized the State of Israel within twenty- four hours of its declaration of independence in 1948. 
· Since then, America has given lots of aid and help to Israel in times of war. 
· One reason for the blessing on our nation is the fulfilling of God’s promise to Abraham.

· The promise remains in force to this day. 
· Likewise, the curse of the covenant remains in force to this day.

· Nations down through history which have oppressed the Jewish people or the nation of Israel have been cursed by God. 
· Ancient Egypt mightily oppressed Israel. 
· From then to now they have been a third and fourth rate impoverished nation.

· Babylon oppressed the Jew and where are they? 
· Greece rode rough shod over Israel and they have ever since been an impoverished nation. 
· Rome powerfully persecuted both Jewish people and the remnant of the Jewish state.

· Look what happened to Rome.

· In modern history, recall what happened to Nazi Germany or Saddam Hussein.

· God keeps His word. His promise to Abraham has never changed and never will.
· Not only through the seed of Abraham has come the Scriptures, but also the Savior Himself - “in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”

· Our salvation and all our blessings are easily traceable through Christ back to Abraham.

· He would become not only the friend of God, but also the father of faith.

· Indeed, we as gentiles of every nationality to this day have been blessed through the faith, obedience and posterity of Abraham. 
Galatians 3 : 7-9 -  7Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.  8And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  9So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.
Genesis 12 : 4 - So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 
· Again, the details of the covenant were at the least reiterated if not issued for the first time by God to Abraham at Haran.

· Abraham in direct obedience again departed “as the LORD had spoken unto him.”
· He took his nephew Lot with him. 
· He was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 
Genesis 12 : 5 - And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 
· In departing Haran, Abraham’s group included not only his wife Sarai, but also Lot “and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran.”
· Abraham and Sarah had no children as yet.

· “The souls that they had gotten in Haran” may refer to any children Lot may have had as well as servants they had accumulated. 
· Genesis 14:14 notes that Abraham by then had accumulated 318 male servants.

· That in itself is some indication that God had mightily blessed him

· “They went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came “
· The repetition here shows that he set out on the journey and he had arrived. 
· He apparently was not distracted this time. 
Genesis 12 : 6 - And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. 
· Entering Palestine from the north, Abraham traveled southward to “Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh.” 
· Sichem later was called ‘Shechem’ and in New Testament times probably was called ‘Sychar.’

· It is in the same area where Samaria later would be.

·  “And the Canaanite was then in the land.” – 
· By now the descendants of Canaan had settled into the area.

·  They would remain there another five-hundred years, when Israel under the leadership of Joshua would drive them out. 

Genesis 12 : 7 - And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him.
· This is the first time it is specifically noted that “the LORD appeared unto Abram.”

· Exactly how He had manifested Himself to Abraham is not noted. 
· Most theologians believe that God appeared to Abraham at Shechem in the form of a ‘theophany’ (God appearing in a human form).

· God promised Abraham the land of Palestine. “Unto thy seed will I give this land.” 
· That promise has never been changed! 
· God gave the land to Abraham’s seed and that promise remains in force to this day. 
· The contention swirling around the modern State of Israel largely is over who has right to the land: the Jews or the Palestinians.

· Also, there is the first mention of Abraham building an “altar unto the LORD”. 
· He may have done so earlier, but there simply is no record of such. 
· Abraham worshiped the Lord at this altar. 
· It may have been that he in thanksgiving built an altar to worship the Lord for the Promised Land before him. 

12:8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the LORD, and called upon the name of the LORD. 
· Abraham then moved on southward and pitched his tent on a mountain between what later would be called Bethel (to the west) and Hai (or Ai to the east). 
· There, “he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the LORD.”

· Again, Abraham formally worshiped God.
· It is of note for the first time in his life, he “called upon the name of the LORD.” 
· He most likely already had, but the prayer life of Abraham is now noted. 

Genesis 12 : 9 - And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 
· He continued southward, probably exploring the land God had promised him. 
· He may have gone as far as Hebron. 

Genesis 12 : 10 - And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. 
· The remainder of the chapter is an example of the Christian life. 
· The Christian life is never easy. 
· Even after God had made His covenant and promises to Abraham and blessing him, He still allowed adversity to confront him. 
· A bad famine developed in the land. 
· As a keeper of livestock, it was a difficult time. 
· Abraham faced losing his wealth. 
· God’s promise notwithstanding, he faced (from his perspective) a genuine crisis. 
· He opted to flee the problem. 
· It only got him into worse trouble as fleeing usually does. 

Genesis 12 : 11-13 - 11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon. 12 Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. 13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 
· Even though his wife Sarah was already more than 65 years old, she was still an attractive woman. 
· As they entered into Egypt, he instructed his wife to inform them that she was his sister.

· He feared some influential Egyptian would kill him to have her.

· Sarah in fact was a half sister to Abraham according to Genesis 20:12. 
· Such marriages were sociably permissible in that era. 
· Nevertheless, though what they agreed to do was technically the truth, it was devious.

· Abraham was digging himself into a hole. 

Genesis 12:14-16 – 14 And it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. 15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. 
· What Abraham had feared would happen actually happened. 
· They took Sarah away from Abraham into Pharaoh’s house. 
· Pharoah treated Abraham well for he perceived Abraham was her brother. 
Genesis 12 : 17 - And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram’s wife. 
· The word translated as plagued (egn naga) means sense to ‘touch.’

· The word translated as plagues (egn nega) can among other things mean ‘sores.’

· God may of struck the household of Pharaoh with painful sores. 

Genesis 12 : 18-20 – 18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? 19 Why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 20 And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had. 
· Pharaoh figured out somehow that Abraham had misled him. 
· Sarah may have confessed the whole matter, we are not sure, but he found out.

· The Pharaoh who was not timid about adding another woman to his list of conquests, suddenly became angry and scolded Abraham for misleading him. 
· The plague from God likely persuaded him to be suddenly nice and He let them go. 
· God not only preserved Abraham and his marriage, he also precluded Sarah from being defiled
· This is very important as it maintained the lineage of Christ. 

